
 

MERRILLVILLE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE  OF USE  

 

FEE:  $200.00 DATE:   RECEIPT # 

***FILING FEE WILL NOT BE REFUNDED IF PETITION IS WITHDRAWN OR DENIED 
 
NOTE TO APPLICANT:  Please read the following State Law Carefully  
36-7-4-918.4 - VARIANCES OF USE FROM THE TERMS OF ZONING ORDINANCE - ADVISORY-
METRO:  A Board of Zoning Appeals shall approve or deny variances of use from the term of the 
zoning ordinance.  The Board may impose reasonable conditions as a part of its approval.  A 
variance may be approved under this section only upon a determination in writing that: 

(1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general 
welfare of the community; 

(2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not 
be affected in a substantially adverse manner; and 

(3) The need for the variance arises from some condition peculiar to the property involved;  
(4) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an unnecessary 

hardship if applied to the property for which the variance is sought: and 
(5) The approval does not interfere substantially with the comprehensive plan adopted 

under the 500 series of this chapter (IC36-7-4-918.4 as added by P.L. 357-1983, Sec. 
13.) 

 
APPLICATION FILED AND PLANS RECEIVED:  Date_____________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY OR GENERAL LOCATION:  ___________________________________ 
 
TAX KEY #_______________ CURRENT ZONING: ________ AREA OF GROUND:_____________ 
 
PROPOSED USED OF PROPERTY:  __________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT USE OF PROPERTY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

USES OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES 

NORTH EAST 
 

SOUTH WEST 
 

 

PLEASE PRINT 

PETITIONER: 
 

OWNER: 

ADDRESS: 
 
CITY                             STATE          ZIP 

ADDRESS: 
 
CITY                              STATE          ZIP 

PHONE:  (          ) PHONE:  (         )    

 
Being duly sworn upon (my/our)____ oath, do hereby declare that the facts and figures set forth in the 
above petition are true to (my/our)____ information and belief, and that I am/or/we are submitting 
such facts and figures to the Merrillville Board of Zoning Appeals for the purpose of this request for 
the above described real estate. 
 
PETITIONER (S) SIGNATURES    OWNERS (S) SIGNATURES 
________________________________________ _____________________________________ 
 
________________________________________ _____________________________________ 
 
STATE OF INDIANA) 
    ) SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE  ) 
Before me, a notary public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the above petitioner 
(s) and owner (s) and acknowledged the execution of the above and foregoing instrument to be ___ 
voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 
DATED THIS _______, DAY OF _________________, 200____. 
 
__________________________________ My Commission Expires:  ______________________ 
Notary Public 



 

 
VARIANCE OF USE - CASE # _______________________ 
 
 

TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
DATE:  ____________________ 

 
Pursuant to Article II, Section 21-41 of the Rules and Regulations of Practice and Procedure of the 
Town of Merrillville Board of Zoning Appeals, Petitioner, ________________________________ 
submits the following findings of fact which address the effect that Petitioner's proposed variance of 
use from the terms of the zoning ordinance will have on the property commonly known as 
_______________________________________________________and to the surrounding area:   
 
1. Petitioner owns the property commonly known as ______________________________________ 

Which is classified as ______________________ pursuant to the zoning ordinance. 
 

2. Petitioner has requested a variance of use from the zoning ordinance for the following reasons: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Petitioner submits that: 
 

a. The proposed variance of use will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and 
general welfare of the community because: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. The proposed variance of use will not have a substantially adverse effect on the use and value 

of the properties adjacent to the property included in the proposed variance because: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
c. The need for the proposed variance arises from some condition peculiar to the property 

involved in that:   
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
d. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an unnecessary 

hardship if applied to the property for which the proposed variance is sought because: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
e. The proposed variance of use will not substantially interfere with the comprehensive master 

plan because: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Board of Zoning Appeals shall approve or deny the above findings prior to approval or denial of the Petition.  
The Board of Zoning Appeals can modify Petitioner's findings if facts presented at the public hearing show false 
information in the findings and/or new information pertinent to the Petition.  Findings of fact which are modified 
shall then be resubmitted on the approved forms within FIVE (5) days of the modification. 

 


