Town Council Meeting Minutes 07/14/26

Town Council of Merrillville

7820 Broadway Ave - Merrillville, IN 46410

Town Council Meeting Minutes of the Regular Meeting of
July 14, 2026, 6:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER: President Rick Bella called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag was led by
President Rick Bella.

INVOCATION/MOMENT OF SILENCE: A brief invocation was given, along with a
moment of silence, by Pastor Dennis Walton of Faith Temple of Christ Church.

ROLL CALL of COUNCIL: — Present at the meeting were Councilors Shauna Haynes-
Edwards, Leona Chandler-Felton, Margaret Uzelac, Shawn Pettit, Keesha Hardaway, and Rick
Bella. Clerk-Treasurer Eric January was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was
attained.

Councilor Rhonda Neal was absent at roll call.
Attorney Ricardo A. Hall was present to provide legal advice.
Councilor Neal came into the meeting at 7:09 p.m.

PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, AND
REMONSTRATIONS:

s Swearing in of Police Officers:

The following Police Officers were introduced to the audience and council by Police
Chief Nuses:

e Abiel Chaves

® Brandon Casique
o Christopher Frantz
s Daniel Seel
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Police Chief Nuses expounded on each officer's experience and qualifications. Clerk-
Treasurer Eric January administered the oath to each of the officers.

¢ Red Cross Tornado Recovery Update:

Ashey Smith, Community Disaster Program Manager for the American Red Cross,
provided the following updates to the council and the audience.

= 222 cases have been opened in connection with the June 11, 2026, tornado. The
Red Cross has been working to provide a variety of services to these families.
This includes temporary housing, meal assistance, and mental health services.
Red Cross caseworkers will continue to follow up with families to ensure they are
aware of resources available to them, especially the 20 families in need of
permanent housing. The Lincoln Center was chosen as the command center for
the Red Cross because it was out of harm's way of trees and power lines.

In response to a question from President Bella regarding items needed for the victims of the
tornado, Director Smith responded that none are needed at this time. The need is permanent
housing.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Several public comments were made regarding the ICE Detention Center Resolution. A
statement from Jennifer Gross was read into the record by Councilor Pettit. The other comments
were regarding tornado recovery, sidewalks, trees, and overgrown grass. The video of the Town
Council Meeting held on July 14, 2026, can be viewed here:
https://www.merrillville.in.gov/our-government/meeting-calendar-minutes-and-video

MOTIONS ON THE TABLE: NONE

CONSENT AGENDA:
e Accounts Payable Register Voucher Approval for July 14, 2026.
e Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes of June 23, 2026.
e Approval of Personnel Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2026.
e Approval of Personnel Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2026

It was moved by Councilor Pettit and seconded by Councilor Uzelac to approve the
Consent Agenda.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Consent Agenda was approved.
SPECIAL ORDERS: NONE
BZA & LARGE GATHERING ACTIONS: NONE

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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BUDGET & FINANCE—NEAL— Vice President Neal reported that the committee has met
with the department heads to go over the budget. The standing budget and finance committee
will be held on Monday, July 20* to continue budget discussions.

STREET DEPARTMENT & PARK MAINTENANCE - UZELAC- Councilor Uzelac reported
that the Street Department is still picking up branches and cleaning up. We are still waiting on
the paving of Whitcomb Street.

Councilor Uzelac deferred to Councilor Pettit regarding the Stop Sign Project.

Councilor Pettit reported that through the Plan Commission, there is a project proposed at US 30
and Randolph, which is a convenience store and QRS store. We had a meeting with the
Petitioners Brown regarding managing traffic on Randolph, which resulted in the idea of stop
and warning signs at 83’ Avenue on Randolph to slow down traffic.

It was moved by Councilor Pettit and seconded by Councilor Uzelac to implement the Stop
Sign Project at 83" on Randolph.

Councilor Pettit also added that Town Manager Griffin, as Interim Street Department Director,
will work with Kevin Markle to get the locates and signs installed.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Stop Sign Project on 83" on Randolph was
approved for implementation.

COUNCIL AFFAIRS—PETTIT—Councilor Pettit reported that a committee was held on
Tuesday, July 7, at 5:30 p.m. in the conference room at Town Hall. Town Manager Griffin
presented nine ordinances for the committee to review. A couple will have to go to the Plan
Commission because they address Chapter 21 of the municipal code. The other ordinances arc
listed on the agenda for first reading.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE- HARDAWAY- Councilor Hardaway reported that employment
opportunities are posted on the Town’s website at https://www.merrillville.in.gov/our-
government/job-opportunities/ and on the mymerrillville app (Apple and Google Play Stores). If
anyone is interested and has the qualifications, please do not hesitate to apply.

Councilor Hardaway also added that a position is open in the Merrillville Fire Department. For
more information, please go and review the Merrillville Fire Department’s Facebook page
regarding eligibility and application process.

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS- UZELAC - Councilor Uzelac deferred to Director Matthew
Lake of Stormwater Management regarding the status of Kaiser Ditch.

Director Lake of Stormwater Management reported that he has been working with Lake County
Surveyors’ contractor KDM. This team is a level seven doing a lot of debris work from the
tornado.
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Director Lake also stated that he is waiting for the Lake County Surveyor to start the Kaizer
Ditch Project.

PUBLIC SAFETY—HARDAWAY—Councilor Hardway reported that a meeting will be held
later in July to recap what has happened regarding the disaster and to shore up the Town of
Merrillville emergency preparedness plan.

ELECTIONS, PUBLIC RELATIONS, & TOWN BEAUTIFICATION - NEAL- Vice
President Neal had nothing to report.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-PETTIT - Councilor Pettit reported that a Redevelopment
Commission (RDC) regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 28" at 6:00 p.m.

UTILITY LIAISON —-CHANDLER-FELTON - Councilor Chandler-Felton had nothing to
report.

PARKS AND DEAN & BARBARA WHITE COMMUNITY CENTER - PETTIT — Councilor
Pettit reported that a workshop will be held on July 15, 2026, to discuss some items, and based
on that discussion, a committee meeting will be held on Thursday, July 23, 2026.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

ABANDONED-BLIGHTED PROPERTIES - HAYNES-EDWARDS & CHANDLER-
FELTON - Councilor Haynes-Edwards reported that she would defer to Chief Nunes’s
department report.

SPECIAL TOWN PROJECTS — HAYNES-EDWARDS — Councilor Haynes-Edwards reported
that she would defer to Superintendent Jerry McCartney’s department report.

SEMI-QUINCENTENNIAL COMMITTEE - HAYNES-EDWARDS — The 250" celebration
event had to be canceled due to storms. All the activities that were cancelled will be rescheduled
for another day.

DEPARTMENT & COMMISSION REPORTS:

NORTHERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION-HARDAWAY — Councilor
Hardaway reported that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2026.

LAKE COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT — NEAL - Vice President Neal reported
that the next meeting is Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

THE SHARED ETHICS ENTITY-HARDAWAY — Councilor Hardaway had nothing to report.

FIRE TERRITORY BOARD - NEAL & HARDAWAY — Councilor Hardaway and Vice
President Neal had nothing to report.
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Councilor Pettit added that the new fire station construction is coming along. The foundation and
staircase are up.

CLERK-TREASURER OFFICE - JANUARY - Clerk-Treasurer Eric January reported that due
to technical difficulties, he would not be giving a full report. Clerk-Treasurer Eric January did
report on the following:

e Payroll — 46% of the payroll is associated with the Police Department
e June Payroll - $918,759.62 — for various departments, but the largest part is first
responders.

Clerk-Treasurer Eric January added that his department is discovering bugs in the accounting
program, and next week he hopes to have the issues resolved for financial reporting.

SSCVA - DEANN PATENA - No Report

DEPARTMENT REPORTS/ TOWN MANAGER:

Superintendent Jerry McCartney — Parks and Recreation
Superintendent Jerry McCartney reported the following updates regarding the D&BWCC:

e Sunset Market — Thursday, July 16" from 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. There will be food
truck vendors, merchant vendors, yard games, and live music at this community event.
We will have two more Sunset Market events this summer. At the last one, we had over
400 community members in attendance.

e North Parking Lot — We are shutting down the north parking lot for the events at the
center.

e Parks Maintenance — The department is still putting together the Parks Maintenance
Crew. We have some new hires and one person out dealing with health issues, a Parks
Maintenance Manager position that has not been posted or filled, and a few other issues.
Our Facilities Manager has stepped up to help with Park Maintenance. The department
asked for patience as we catch up on maintenance of the Parks.

Superintendent McCartney updated the council on other activities regarding the Parks and
Recreation Department.

In response to a question from Councilor Hardaway regarding the Street Department helping
with Park Maintenance until the staff is hired, Town Manager Giffin responded that he would
work with Superintendent McCartney on Park Maintenance.

Director Matthew Lake — Stormwater Management
Director Matthew Lake reported on activities at Stormwater Management:
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e Jet Vac Truck — The truck is out in full force because of the numerous calls
regarding blockages of sewer and storm drains. We found a large blockage on the
Westside of Hendrick Street that has been draining down all week. TIRA, a
specialized group, is removing root intrusions and some of the pipes causing the
backup.

e Bon Aire Lake — The levels are high, and we found a large blockage on the west
side of Hendrick Street. The lake levels have been draining all week.

e 97" and Grand — We discovered a Comcast line that was thought to be a nip
line, but Comcast has to relocate the line.

e Resolution for Fee Adjustment — We had our first reading of a resolution for a
fee adjustment. The public hearing will be at the next meeting.

Director Lake updated the council on several other projects.

Police Chief Nuses— Police Department
Chief Nuses reported the following statistics for June 2026:

e Calls for Service — 2,589, which resulted in 4,508 officers' responses.
e Traffic Stops — 205, which resulted in 248 citations.

e Adult Arrest — 80

e Juvenile Arrest —2

Chief Nuses added that some of the statistics are low because the officers are still busy with
storm recovery and watching victims' property to prevent burglaries. The Traffic Enforcement
Unit has been paying attention to some problems. Code Enforcement has been out daily
throughout the Town following up with telephone calls, writing tickets, and inspecting
abandoned property.

Director Shine — Planning and Building
Director Shine was absent.

Town Manager Griffin — Town Administration
Town Manager Griffin reported on the tollowing:

e Monthly Reports — Town Manager Griffin reported that his report regarding the disaster
and recovery has been given to the council members and Clerk-Treasurer Eric January

e Pens — Town Manager Griffin informed the council there are pens located on the dais
from the American 250™ Committees to recognize the Town of Merrillville's part in
celebrating the 250" anniversary after July 4.

e FEME — FEME will be onsite beginning Thursday, July 16" to conduct their review of
tornado damages. Town Manager Griffin will be meeting with them to present our
projections and some of the Town's costs for damages.

6
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GENERAL ORDERS
A. Ordinances: (Discussion and Roll Call Vote):
Zoning: (Motion to adopt or reject; confer IC 36-5-2-10(d): NONE
First Reading: Ordinance (Discussion and Roll Call Vote):
Ordinance 26-05 (Discussion & Roll Call Vote)

An Ordinance of the Town of Merrillville to Amend Chapters of the Merrillville Personnel Policy
Manual, as Adopted and Codified in Section 2-87 of the Merrillville Municipal Code.
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Town Manager Griffin explained the ordinance.

It was moved by Councilor Pettit and seconded by Councilor Uzelac to approve Ordinance
26-0S on the first reading.

Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal, Haynes-
Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the affirmative.
There were no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved on the first reading.

Ordinance 26-06 (Discussion & Roll Call Vote)
An Ordinance to further Amend Chapter 13.5 Of The Town Of Merrillville, Indiana To Establish
A Parks And Recreation Department Pursuant To IC 36-10-3 ET seq.
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Town Manager Griffin explained the ordinance.

It was moved by Councilor Uzelac and seconded by Councilor Pettit to approve Ordinance
26-06 on the first reading.

Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal, Haynes-
Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the affirmative.
There were no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved on the first reading.

Ordinance 26-11 (Discussion & Roll Call Vote)
An Ordinance to Amend Sec. 2-18 of the Merrillville Municipal Code Relating to Promotion of
Town Interest and Sec. 2-136 to update the Purchasing Agencies of the Town.
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goverming body. from a fund other thanm the corporation general furnd.
prior to the passage anmnd adoption of this ordinance. that would otherwise
e lawful by this amendment, are hereby deemed ratified and aporoved
all pursuant to ICT 36-1-4-16.

Section 7. That this Ordinance shall fake effect. and be in full force
and effect., from anmnd after its passage and adoption as evidenced by the
signature of the Town Council President anda aottested thereto by the Clerk-
Treasurer. all pursuant to IC 36-5-2-10 and IC 36-5-2-10.2.

INntroduced on the

day ofF 2024,

DULY ORDAINED and ADOPTED fthis Day of 2026, by the
Town Council of the Town of MERRILLVILLE, Lake County. Indiana.,

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

It was moved by Councilor Uzelac and seconded by Councilor Pettit to approve Ordinance
26-11 on the first reading.

Town Manager Griffin explained the ordinance.
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Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal, Haynes-
Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the affirmative.
There were no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved on the first reading.

Ordinance 26-18 (Discussion & Roll Call Vote)
An Ordinance to Authorize and to Establish the Special Planning and Building Administration and

Regulated Fund, pursuant to IC 36-1-3 and 1.C. 36-7-2.3-3.
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Sec, -33 Purposes & Expenditures. Exoer dilures fom (be Speciol Panning and
uldirg Admimshation ang eguiation Fund shall only be lor the folowng
ouTpOses.
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$ (L o s e 1 o e

Sty iy et St
1 Yo pay ondieir p tedated tareg d ) p
i gt ‘s Chapler & Chote 15 Crap'et 19 g Choo'er 2 O S e 2 T R IRNR Tk
of 'he Mendvfa Murcpol Code, off pursuant fo C 36-7-23 2l seq WW«‘!%’QMWW?(H!
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To purchose eq.iomert. woples and items lo supoort the iawiud
achvries denfified hesein and such other expenies as may be lowlly
expanded ond reasonably rela’ed o the puipotes of B ardronce;

To pay fees o corses, prolesnonat tees o retundy provded such
XD 0 CEW COMATIM et 11 DUTICNE: O e T emeH

To pay 'ees and experses tor raieng and Iravel associated wilh the
regu*on and emtorcement of buicing and plarnirg ‘aws and related
plolessenal developmen! that 5 co~sstent aath the puposes of s
odronce;

Sec. &34 Aprropiotons Exendlves "om e Speccl Manring ond
3udding Adminisiration ard Regl lation Furd are swbjec? 'o the lolowng:

Shat be made snYy wpon aperopriation by the ‘scof body tor the
oumpose 'or which the fund ¥ spectcaly eslobshed, N the
monner orovided by stolule for maeng other opprocrotions:

Experses shol be dsbused o on approved accounts
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rayable vouchers chowed by the ‘egisaive body of cursuan! hdéﬂ&hiﬁmdmhﬂ'h

3K 5110 ard € 3654 subjec) to Section 435 of Ihs P . \

adnance, LEh R VE AT AR
3 Al unooigated, Lnercumbered and urused opopiolion ‘-‘{“HHM

bolorces quthorzed ' *his fund reverts or apses to the Speciot
Mornng ord 3L ideg Admnsiration ard egukation furd o8
pumuant 0 'C 34134
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Sec, 8:35 Pnyments n Advance of Councd alowance That pursuant 1o IC I

38541201 ony coymenl o axperditutes aulhoired by Pﬁjlh?mim!‘hm ‘h

cramance ofe kereby further authorzed ond defired oy oaymenh hal

may be made n cdvance of c’owonca by e fown Councd provided

thal af other provesons of 34 5-4-4 ors observad ‘e processng of the mﬂwlwmhmj

cla: AW A
NIRRLLLE A

It was moved by Councilor Haynes-Edwards and seconded by Councilor Pettit to approve
Ordinance 26-18 on the first reading.

Town Manager Griffin explained the ordinance.
In response to a question from President Bella regarding transferring out of the fund to other funds,
Town Manager Griffin responded that it is prohibited under state statute, and we have guidance

from the state examiner’s office giving us a directive.

Clerk-Treasurer Eric January added that this subject matter was discussed at the AIM Conference
among the Clerk-Treasurers.

Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal, Haynes-
Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the affirmative.
There were no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was approved on the first reading.

Second Reading: (Discussion, Public Comments Only If Required & Roll Call Vote): NONE

Resolutions (Discussion and Voice Vote):

Resolution 26-33 (Discussion & Voice Vote)

11



Town Council Meeting Minutes 07/14/26

A Resolution Authorizing Temporary Interfund Loan Or Transfer Pursuant To IC 36-1-8-4 Of The
Indiana Code To Support Cash Flow.

Resolunon No 26-33 Page2

TOWN of MERKILLVILLE
RESOLLTION NO 26-33

A RESOLLTION ALTHORLZING TEMPORARY INTERFUND LOAN o
TRANSFER PURSLUANT to € 36-1-84 OF THE INDIANA CODE
TO SUPPORT CASH FLOW Now, Therefore Be it Resolved by the Town Councl of the Town of Memllsk, Lake

) County, Indiana as follows;
Whereas, The Tuwn Council hes previously authonzed a temporary oan, to the Record

Perpetuatioa Fund, which was Sue t2f repayment on or before June 30, 226,

Section |, That the amount of $76,084 30 be borrowed for the Coun Resords

Whereas, The Town Counctl recognizes 10 36144 and the repayment requircments Perpetuation Fund (2230) with the amouni of $76,084 3010 be Yoaned by the Corporation
outhned therein, b abo rewvetuzes the vurrer nea for the contnued temporary General Fund (1101); and
loans,

Section 2. That sad loan 1 the amourn of §76,084 30 be repaid t0 the Corparation

M hereas, The Clens Treasarer's Office, 1n comsuttation wath the Town Manager, has advised

e Town Counl e he cash e 0 i Record Perpetton Fugd 15 General Fnlmd(llﬂl)uf the Town of Memllville upon receipt of suffictent tax increment or
sulfiaenl fo mect it segular cxpemss pnok 1o the ocerpt of the sem-anmual other monies in the Records Perpetation Fund with such Joan 1o be repaid no later than
dismbution uf e meremest tevenuss 5o W has devome necessary o lempoiarly December 31,2026, subject 10 IC 36-1-8-4(6)

borrow musey 10 enbance the fund for cush flow purposes,

VWhereas, The Clork- Treasurer has advised thal tnere 1 sulicient money on deposit 1o the
credit uf'the Corporarion Geaeral Fund that can be temporanly waasferrsd;

Whereas, 1C 3184 provides thut the discal bady of a polibcal subdnsion, may, by Duly Passed and Adopied by the Town Counci of the Town of Memihlle, Leke Counry,
urdinance ut cesoluuon, permit the wanster of a prescribed amoun, tor 4 specific Indiana, this 14th day of July, 2026
peaud, 10 3 fund fur z2sh ow purposes. and

Whereas, Couruil recugnives that thes mattet shusld have deen addressed back in Junie and TOWN COUNCIL of e TOW
desites this Resulltivt 10 be < Tecus = retroactusely <o June 30, 2026, fier the ungmal of MERRILLVILLE, INDLANA

iemporary loan ad tez repas)

Town Manager Griffin explained the resolution.

It was moved by Councilor Uzelac and seconded by Councilor Haynes-Edward to approve
Resolution 26-33.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Resolution was approved.

Resolution 26-34 (Discussion & Voice Vote:

A Resolution Of The Town Council Of The Town of Merrillville, Indiana, Rescinding Resolution
260-02, Addressing Interference With Real Estate Transactions As It Relates To Ice Operations
Within Town Boundaries, And Clarifying To Merrillville Property Owners That The Town Will
Not Oppose Any Attempt By Ice To Acquire Property Within Merrillville.

-THIS SECTION LEFT BLANK-
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Resolation 26-34
ol the
TOWN OF MERRILIVILLE

W, THENKFORE. RESOLVED 5 ¢ 7 ;o e Towe o
A RESOL UTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THF 10WY OF MERRILLVILLE, .‘0 N ““ EDU’ & h “cm :1 " !

INDSANA, RESCINDING RESO) UTION 26-02, ADDRESSING INTERFERENCE WITH \h ke Lak ~fm n;:hg
RFAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS A8 [T RELATES TO ICE OPERATIONS WITIIN i * .- !m

TOWN ROUNDARIES, AND CLARIFYING TO MFERRILLVILLE PROPFRTY
DWYFRS THAT TRE TOWN WILL NOT QPPOSE ANY ATTEMPT RY ICE TO

ACQUIRE, PROPERTY WITHIN MERRILLVILLF. SECTION GNE: Nt e Towe Coancd xtmbégcs ek Y &
WIIFRFAS, an I 2026, the Town Council recerved 4 leticr of from (ndin ATV RD
Attomney Generat Todd Rel it rofort as the A, 1abet e Tosn ol viermliville W o cvenghy wih 3¢ A (Fhaeetve o W ERRUTY N1

not following Ind'ana Code §5<I-I;I 21 and !> ! ’ u h :*\ me\

WHEREAS the M) bellevenshat the Eem af Yo ihtle b oadon md ovmdinegs o obe
actions o limit and restricl feders| authorilies” abiliey fo enforee federal immigratien taws in
vialation 1f Indiana Cixle §5-2-18 29, and . . <
SECTIONTRO: T8 od ruieg Rechnrt, ¥ s orees, et 0

WHFREAS, on January 27, 2026, the Mernliville Town Council enacied Resolution 26-

12 cxpressiog, Memillcalle s opposithon (o any sficmpt ky the 'S Immigraton aod Customs the sy of S Resolgion, o7 ey sxemed el vood Mg o Tut
Tafecement ther referred 0 3% “ICE) 10 cnablish s processing or detemtion Guiliey for P i
Airgal afiems sathin Steerith e, wnd e euikaly meakd

WHERFAS, Indiana { le §5-2-18 2= provides 1hal 4 tocal povemmenial entiy like
Memllvilie may aot 6 ans wax Fmn ar resind the eatorcement of fedemal immlgeotian laws 10

Iess Ihan the fult extent permiticd by federmd taw and S{(‘no\ mn‘ m‘ h imum M we tftﬂ n N 'y ")l "{K{ »
WHERF A8, since federml taw permity 10K f0 acquirs peammy 10 1ise for the detention of A, i !
sllemal ahens Tidigna \.““ r:\mlm any actan hy a local govemment .-n:n; that would fimit or &t ﬁn » ﬁ’ L] N L “m ‘7 B fonn C"m‘
festne it 1 s atlity 10 do <. and
WHFRE AS. unee the \G s acked the Town af Merrrlh e 1 take <icps 3t the: sannest
e stble sbare to hrsng the Tnsin sntes compliance swith state faw. (he ks wll take the follow ing, Dafr Resahed dw e 16 davol ey .+ Iy the Tows Compad of
stops .
the Tows of Merrihvile, Laks Couty, Infians.

Rescind Resnlutian No 2612 hy the paccage of Rewlition 26-11

[ixeontinue anv effony 1o disevamge or (hwart real esinte Irtnsachony hetween federai
suthortics amt Merrillville propeny aswners

3 Kouie v public statement thy way uf the passage af this Resalnunn that makes elear o AN CONCL of e Town
Memllyille prapers mances fhat e Town will non pose sy atentpd by 10T
runrre property sithin Mernlivitle and will nof retaliie agminst any entity or VERRELVILLE, NDEANA N

wndis idual that smaages in or feibilates 3 ool ewtaie transaction s ith 1CE

It was moved by Councilor Pettit to deny Resolution 26-34.
It was moved by Councilor Haynes-Edwards to remove Resolution 26-34

Councilor Pettit added that the property owner, Opus Development of 8709 and 8719, has two
leases on the table for private businesses to occupy the building, so that property is no longer
available.

In response to a question from Councilor Pettit regarding what kind of information was sent to the
State Attorney General, President Bella responded that we sent him the press release.

In response to a question from President Bella regarding changing her motion to table Resolution
26-34, Councilor Haynes-Edwards changed her motion.

It was moved by Councilor Haynes-Edwards, and seconded by Councilor Hardaway, to table
Resolution 26-34.

Councilor Neal added that she does not want the Town of Merrillville involved in a case where the
state is fining us thousands of dollars for noncompliance.

In response to a question regarding the Town Council’s power to stop ICE from coming into
Merrillville, Indiana, Attorney Ricardo Hall responded that the council has no power to stop ICE if
they legally choose to have a facility in the Town of Merrillville. We have political issues and
legal issues. We are dealing with federal authority versus state authority in Indiana.
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Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal, Haynes-
Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the affirmative.
There were no negatives. The motion passed. The resolution was tabled.

Resolution 26-35 (Discussion & Voice Vote)

An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among
various Funds and Departments as Requested by the Proper Officer and Forwarded to the Town
Council for its Action Pursuant to .C. 6-1.1-18-6.

TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA
RESOLUTION No, 26-35

An Exigent Resolution Providing for thy Transfer of Appropriation Balance from and
among varlous Funds and Departments as Nequested by the Proper Officer and
Forwarded ro the Town Counal tor Ha Actiun Pursuant to 1.C. 6-1.1-18-6.

WHEREAS, I s bty dicteruuned thal vertam essgont sanditiuns have devehipssd i Resolution 26-35 Page"o[Z

audduption ut 1 arkgnal budigetasd I is now necessiny b iranster vt appI i
10w ditferu e
Poltce Lonation Fnd and the M cipal Cumulateve Capital Dovelo pl\\ ent Fund;

0t

NOW, THEREFORE HE 1T RESOLVED by the Vown Counctl ot the Town o) Meerrills iile,
Lahe County ludiana, as toltows

Sectlon . That tar the exy wf sald the B APPrupriations are
hereby transterred and st apait out ot the upds herenutier mamed wr the purposes
spev e, subpect w the Liws guveming the same, sueh sunis herein transterred unless

orlwerwise stipulated by law. and
Section 2. That It hus bewn showis that cudaim cxstg unobligated appropriations of

Section 3. That the Clerk-Treasurer shall take steps needed to execute the changes
ey e e setforth in this appropriation transfer resolution as ths i a change to the budget

Nay b translerred to ry at appropriation i arder wesalisiy an
eaisting aeed and rurther that a new

i:;:umu :lu Wheel Tan/Contractual S\:rvl\\‘eq s Qﬁnﬁu nsreses DULY RESOLVED and ADOPTED by the TOWN COUNCIL Of the TOWN of
S il A, a5 MERRILLVILLE, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, this 145 day of JULY, 2026

Zhsabqrnud s Polive Danaton/Olher kquipment § - 5,000.00

pA L ILR L Pulicr Donanon/ L ontraelual Services * 500000

HUZUL0 Yol CCDy Park, iprovenients $ 45000 () TOWN COUNCH, Of the TOWN Of
4402010 191 CLDy Healtt murance B0 XN 0

HU2U10 158 CORy Ol Gquipnuen

s T7300000 MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

AU B CC D Cantras mual Services (DR) 5 745,000 00
Total increase $ 745,000.00

It was moved by Vice-President Neal and seconded by Councilor Haynes-Edwards to
approve Resolution 26-35.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Resolution was approved.

Resolution 26-37 (Discussion & Voice Vote)

A Resolution of the Town Council as the Works Board to Approve a Solicited Quote to Provide
Professional Tuck Pointing, Repair and Replacement of Certain Bricks that Adorn the Municipal
Building for a Public Warks Project, all pursuant to IC 36-1-12-47.

-THIS SECTION LEFT BLANK-
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Town Manager Griffin explained the resolution.

It was moved by Councilor Pettit and seconded by Councilor Uzelac to approve Resolution
26-37.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Resolution was approved.

Resolution 26-38 (Discussion & Voice Vote)
A Resolution Authorizing A Transfer To The Park Non-Reverting Operating Fund.

TOWN Of MERRILIVIILLE, INDIANA
RESOIL.UTION NO. 26-38

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER 1O 'THE
FPARK NON-REVERTING OPERATING FUNT>

WHERFEAS, The Town of Merrillville by propee loegislativo netion hans eatabliahed n Poelk
Non-Reverting Opeorating Fund, pursuant to [C O6-10 ¢t saq;

MR AR, The “Town of Moreillville, by proper logislative setion did satabliats o MMorrilisd il
Crwnel mriad oveengrs s and n Food and Boevernge Toam Houtesbpta el s l] psiiesismand Lo
TCT B-9-FA. B ot se.:

WWHERKAM. 10 6-9-56.1 5.9 provides rthnt amonis the uases (or Gl rovoniee coceived i Cor pravica

Aricl recrention purposas:

WHERNFAS, Thoe Town Manager nnd IFiacal Advisor have advised that the ‘Pown Council faavorr
the Fscnd manopgemant out *d in this reactution. which recommendation thie Tows
Council now donires to cnack: and

Now., TITFRREFORE RE [T RESOLVED by tho Town Council af thea Town of Mearrillville, Lol
Couney, ITndiann as followa:

Bection 1. Thre the armount OF Theoe Tlundred Fifty Thousmund Dollara GRIASO.000)
b Lrrrnalirred from rho cnah balanes on depanit to the Foodd and 1Soevarnge Tax 1. no e
(AL gunidd b clepodited in the pmount of Threo Flundred Firtv Thouaandd 12ollaes CGBRINO 000
tor the eromdin oof the Marks Naon-Reverting Operating Fund (221 1):

Soction =, That, pureuant ko tho foregoing. the Clerk-Treasurer boe aukhorizoed and
im hoeveby reogruaeated ko trnnsfer the nmount identilicd hocaing

Secelom A3 That the Clerk-Trendueer as thee disburainm sonel fiacnl officer o b hee
Municipality., is hercby instructed, and nuthorized to tinko 8Uch ALEPR ME NVCERAILTY FG CnTry
vutl the purposcs of thia resolation

TOXUL Y ERFSOIVED mond ALOFFTIED thia 110 day of .fuly, 2026, by the Tawn Cowuncil of the Tlown
OF Merrillvillon, Tuiles Councy., Tndiann

TOWN COUNCTL, of the TOWN ol
MERRILLLLVILIE., UINEDTANA

Town Manager Griffin explained the resolution.

It was moved by Vice-President Neal and seconded by Councilor Uzelac to approve
Resolution 26-38.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Resolution was approved.
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Resolution 26-39 (Discussion & Voice Vote)

An Exigent Resolution Providing For The Transfer Of Appropriation Balances From And Among
Major Budget Classifications In The Court (Department 8) In The General Fund As Requested By
The Proper Officer And Forwarded To The Council For Its Action To I.C. 6-1.1-18-6

RESOLUTION No. 26-39
TOWN OF MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

AN EXIGENT RESOLUTION PROVIDING for the TRANSFER of APPROPRIATION BALANCES
from and AMONG MAJOR BUDGET CLASSIFICATIONS in the COURT (DEPARTMENT 8) in the
GENERAL FUND as REQUESTED BY THE PROPER OFFICER AND FORWARDED to the TOWN
COUNCIL for its ACTION PURSUANT TO I.C. 6-1.1-18-6.

WHEREAS, [l has been deterinined that certabn exigent conditiong have developed since adoption of the original
Budger andd it is now necessurny to transler certain apprapriations into ditteremnt categories than were initially
apprupriated tor the various Munctions of the Uown Court threpartinent 8) in the GENERAL Fund;

NOW, THEREFORE BE I'T RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Merrillville, |.ake County,
Indiana, as follows:

Section 1. That fue the expeinses of suid municipality, the fullowing appropriations are hereby transterred and
set apart oul of the Pmwds hereinalter maned tor the purposes speciticd. subject to the laws governing the same,
such sums herein trunsterred unless othepwise stipulated by Liw

Section 2. That it hus been shown that certain existing unobligated appropriations of the Town Court
(Pepartment ) of the GENERAT Fund, which are not necded ot this time for the purposes for which originally
appropristed, and misy be transiereed 10 a newly authorized cutegory of appropriation in order to satisty an existing
need and Further that o new o ax fllows:

Decrease Incrouase
1101.008.118 Genecal/P-T Buailift $ 10,441.00
LLOLOO8 394 Geneeal/Contraciusl Seeviees 5 1044 1.00
Totals: $ 10,441.00 £ 10,441.00
Secction 3. That the Clerk-Treasurer shall lake steps needed to excecute the changes set forth in this

appropriation tansfer resalution as this is a change 1o the budgelt.

DULY RESOLVED and ADOPTED by the TOWN COUNCI. of the TOWN of MERRILLVILLE, LAKE
COUNTUY, INDIANA, this 14" day of July, 2026.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

It was moved by Vice-President Neal and seconded by Councilor Chandler-Felton to
approve Resolution 26-39.

Upon a voice vote, the motion passed. The Resolution was approved.

OLD BUSINESS:

Councilor Pettit informed the council that he would like to extend the moratorium on Data

Center until December 31, 2027.

In response to a question from President Bella regarding the proper way to extend the
moratorium, Town Manager Griffin responded that parliamentary procedure can be relaxed if
there are no objections from membership. The actual term of the current council ends on
January 1, 2028, at 12:00 p.m.

It was moved by Councilor Pettit and seconded by Councilor Chandler-Felton to extend

the moratorium on Data Centers being built in the Town of Merrillville until January 1,
2028, at 12:00 p.m.

Upon a roll call vote, there were seven affirmatives and no negatives. Councilors Neal,
Haynes-Edwards, Chandler-Felton, Uzelac, Pettit, Hardaway, and Bella voted in the
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affirmative. There were no negatives. The motion passed. The moratorium on data centers
was extended until January 1, 2028, 12:00 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS:

Councilor Pettit announced that a Council Affairs Committee meeting will be held on
Tuesday, July 21 at 5:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Town Council President announced the following;:
e Town Council Meeting July 28, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
e RDC Meeting July 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
e Town Council Workshop July 15™
e Town Council Affair July 21* at 5:30 p.m.
e Merrillville Job Fair July 30" at 11:30 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
Having completed all items on the agenda, the Town Council President, Rick Bella, announced the

meeting had adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

ﬁ'sek-s?qﬂ,-nwu Conncil President P20 Ty
SHAON fe77 17T

Eric O. January, C!erk-TJe urer

Respectfully Submitted By Angela Lewis
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